BRAZAUSKAS DOUBTS HE'LL RETURN TO LDDP. The Baltic Observer reports that Lithuanian 
President Algirdas Brazauskas, former leader of the Communist Party and the ruling Democratic Labor Party is 
undedided about whether he will return to the party after his term in office expires. "It'll depend on many things 
- how the party is going to develop...who its members are," Brazauskas said in an interview with the Lithuanian 
daily Diena. Brazauskas suspended his membership in the Democratic Labor Party after he was elected 


president in 1993. 


DISCHARGED RUSSIAN SERVICEMEN IN LATVIA. At an extraordinary meeting on 5 January, the 
Latvian government decided to issue temporary residence permits, valid until 1 May, to Russian servicemen 
who were discharged in Latvia after 28 January 1992. They were required to leave the country before 31 
August 1994 but were allowed to stay until 1 January due to the housing shortage in Russia. The government's 
decision requires these servicemen to register with the citizenship office before 15 February. If Russia does not 
give the Latvian Foreign Ministry a full list of these people by that date and a schedule for their departure, 
Latvia is threatening to expel them. Latvian officials are calculating the costs of the servicemen's extended stay 


and the Foreign Ministry is likely to demand compensation from Russia. -- Saulius Girnius, OMRI, Inc. 


IMF APPROVES SECOND LOAN FOR ESTONIA. The International Monetary Fund on 9 January granted 
Estonia a second loan worth $16.9 million under its Systemic Transformation Facility for countries moving 
from communism to capitalism. The IMF said Estonia was very successful over the past two years in stabilizing 
its economy, with monthly inflation down to 1- 2% and output growing by about 5% in 1994. While the IMF 
charges an annual interest rate of 5%, commercial banks will receive the money at an interest rate of about 7%. 


They are allowed to raise the rate to up to 18%, but many are unlikely to do so. -- Saulius Girnius, OMRI, Inc. 


TRADE CONFERENCE IN CHISINAU. A four-day conference on promoting trade and economic 
cooperation between the CIS and the Baltic States began on 9 January in the Moldovan capital of Chisinau. 
Radio Moldova and Western news agencies report. Moldovan President Mircea Snegur, in his address to the 
opening session, described the setting up of a common economic space within the CIS as "vital" but added that 
the creation of adequate cooperation mechanisms has proved difficult. Snegur said he hoped the economic 


integration of both the CIS and the Baltic States into the European and world economy will continue. -- Dan 


Ionescu, OMRI, Inc. 
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